into battle
must declare to the House that I feel that we are greatly advan-
taged by what has occurred, provided we act with unceasing and
increasing vigour to turn to the utmost profit the strategic blunder
into which our mortal enemy has been provoked.
I have two things more to say before I sit down.    The first
is a very serious thought.    Everyone must recognise the extra-
ordinary precision and the reckless gambling which have flung
the whole German Fleet out upon the savage seas of war as if it
were a mere counter, to be cast away for a particular operation.
We and the French are far stronger than the German Navy.    We
have enough to maintain control of the Mediterranean, and, at
the same time, we can carry on all our operations in the North
Sea.    But out of the very much smaller forces of the German
Navy, most grievous losses have been already sustained.    Four
German cruisers—that is to say, nearly half their total pre-war
strength and much more than their existing strength in cruisers,
have been sunk, and a number of German destroyers together
with several more U-boats have been destroyed, all since Sunday.
Up to the time I speak those losses have been sustained by
the German Navy.    After all, a navy is an integral organisation,
with its battleships, cruisers and its destroyers, and that navy
must be regarded as deeply mutilated in respect of this extra-
ordinarily important and indeed indispensable cruiser element.
Our submarines, which, I can assure the House, were by no means
asleep, have taken heavy toll from the German transports and
store ships now crossing into Scandinavia.    We have given them
the fullest liberty of action in all cases where humanity does not
impose restraints.    All German ships in the Skaggerak and the
Kattegat will be sunk,1 and by night all ships will be sunk, as
opportunity serves.    We are not going to allow the enemy to
supply their armies across these waters with impunity.    They
have already ordered all merchant vessels out of this area, and in
this respect our advice coincides with theirs.    We hope to take
unceasing toll.    Up to the present nearly a dozen ships, some of
large tonnage, have been sunk or captured, either in the Skaggerak
and the Kattegat,  or in other parts of the North Sea, or in
attempting to bring supplies to the forces which were landed at
Narvik.    The Norwegian batteries have had their successes, and
I must consider the German Fleet crippled in important respects.
But,  Mr.  Speaker—and this is the gravity of the thought
which I venture to submit to the House—the very recklessness
with which Hitler and his advisers have cast the interests of the
German Navy upon the wild waters to meet all that moves
1 i.e. liable to be sunk,
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